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According to a traditional Hebrew story, Abraham was sitting outside his tent one e
when he saw an old man, weary from age and journey, coming toward him. Abraham 
rushed out, greeted him, and then invited him into his tent. There he washed the old 
man’s feet and gave him food and drink.

The old man immediately began eating without 
Abraham asked him, “Don’t you worship God?”

The old traveler replied, “I worship fire only and reverence no other god.” 
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According to a traditional Hebrew story, Abraham was sitting outside his tent one evening 
when he saw an old man, weary from age and journey, coming toward him. Abraham 
rushed out, greeted him, and then invited him into his tent. There he washed the old 
man’s feet and gave him food and drink. 

The old man immediately began eating without saying any prayer or blessing. So 
Abraham asked him, “Don’t you worship God?” 

The old traveler replied, “I worship fire only and reverence no other god.”  
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When he heard this, Abraham became incensed, grabbed the old man by the shoulders, and threw him out his 
tent into the cold night air. 

When the old man had departed, God called to his friend Abraham and asked where the stranger was. 
Abraham replied, “I forced him out because he did not worship you.”  

God answered, “I have suffered him these eighty years although he dishonors me. Could you not endure him 
one night?”  
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An official of a Mission Board, who knew that it takes more than desire to make a missionary, was appointed to 

examine a candidate. He told the young man to come to his house at 6 in the morning. The young man went at 6 

in the morning to be examined, and the examiner kept him sitting in the room until ten. Then he went down to him 

and said abruptly, “Can you spell? Can you spell God?” “Yes, sir,” came the answer calmly. “Can you write 

your name? Do you know what your name is?” “Yes, sir,” again he replied. He put him through a series of 

questions of that kind, and then went to the Missionary Board and said, “He will do. I tried his patience for four 

hours, and he did not break down: I then insulted him, and he did not lose his temper. He will do.” That is the 

way to prove Christianity. If a man answers all abuses with patience, a fortitude, a gentleness that cannot be 

violated, depend upon it, Christ’s love has conquered his heart, and the Christianity that has made him what he is 

vindicated by the very quality of his character. Such a Christian causes men to say, “Well, after all, you’ve got to 

say something for a religion that produces a man like that.”  
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